
Together, here’s what we can 
do to Shelter the Homeless! 

 

 Starting October 1, parishioners can pick up “Wish Lists” for any or all of the 

four shelters listed below. 

 Wish lists (“tear-off sheets” with information on the shelter and items need-

ed) will be located on Collection Crates in the Narthex. 

 Purchase item(s) and drop them off in the Marked Collection Crates.   

 Repeat if you are able! (Year of Mercy tote bags will be available if needed to carry items.) 

 The collection will wrap up on November 6. Items will then be delivered to 

the Shelters in time for the busy Holiday season. 

 
ALBION FELLOWS BACON CENTER 

Provides services to victims of abuse (emotional, physical, sexual,     

and financial). Offers safe shelter for up to 45 days for victims of   

abuse and their minor children. 
 

HOUSE OF BREAD & PEACE 

Shelters women and women with children, while assisting the      

women in becoming independent and self-sufficient. 
 

OZANAM FAMILY SHELTER 

Provides emergency shelter services to homeless families                    

and single women.  
 

UNITED CARING SERVICES 

Serves the poor, homeless, and vulnerable. Provides Day                   

Shelter, Night Shelter, Ruth's House Women's Shelter,                       

Transitional Housing, Homeless Medical Respite and Red/White       

Flag Shelter (in cases of extreme cold or heat) 

By Sheltering the Homeless we can live out our Parish Mission Statement: 
 

Be the heart of Jesus by sharing His mercy and love. 

Be the hands of Jesus by serving one another 

Be the feet of Jesus by walking in others’ shoes. 

 

Homelessness 

Facts 

 

* 27% of homeless Americans        

are children. 

* 7.4% of all Americans have been 

homeless at some point in       

their lives. 

* Up to 2 million people                  

experience homelessness          

during any one year. 

* There are four times as many     

animal shelters in the U.S. as   

there are shelters for women. 



The Year of Mercy 
“Shelter The Homeless” 

 

Pope Francis has declared this to be a Year of Mercy. We at St John the Baptist celebrated this special 

year during Lent by feeding the hungry, one of the Corporal Works of Mercy. To close out the year of 

Mercy, we plan to again celebrate the Corporal Works of Mercy by sheltering the homeless.   
 

St John the Baptist does not run a homeless shelter, so we have contacted four shelters in Evansville     

to ask about their needs. They are: House of Bread and Peace, United Caring Shelters, Albion Fellows 

Bacon Center, and Ozanam Family Shelter. Each shelter meets a different need in our community. 
 

Why are people homeless?  Jason Cox of Poverty Living reported the top 10 reasons: 

 Poverty is the top cause of homelessness. While 30% of homeless people have jobs, their income 

is not adequate to pay rent. 

 Financial crisis such as job loss, medical emergencies, or loss of a vehicle may bring                       

insurmountable debt, forcing people to leave their homes. 

 Divorce can cause homelessness when one person receives the house and the other must move 

out. If one person is underemployed, difficulties establishing a new home abound. 

 Mental illness can cause homelessness due to the expense of treatment. If left untreated, the 

mentally ill have difficulty holding a job due to the symptoms of their illness. 

 Drug addiction can lead to job loss, arrest, debt, illness, or death of an individual.  An addicted 

parent can cause the entire family to be homeless. 

 Many veterans are homeless due to disabilities caused by wounds or mental illness that cause them 

to be unable to work. Service to our country should not cause homelessness, but it does. 

 Domestic violence causes victims to flee their homes, giving them no place to turn, and no         

financial support. Employed victims often have children with many needs. Victims may face years   

of poverty before recovering financially. 

 Children make up a third of the homeless. Employed parents may receive an income sufficient to 

support her/himself, but when children arrive, expenses outweigh income leading to poverty and 

homelessness. Many homeless children are runaways, and cannot be employed due to their ages. 

 Tragedy such as losing the financially supporting parent can cause families to lose their homes. 

This can cause deep depression, leaving dependents lost and confused and unable to provide for 

themselves and their families. 

 Natural disasters such as floods, fires, tornadoes, or hurricanes can leave many people stripped of 

everything and homeless. 


